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tne surrender of Calais, which had hitherto stood in the way of
peace, was settled by the peace being called a truce of forty years.
The negotiat* >rs were entirely aware that the English and French
would quarrel again before that term, had elapsed, which predic-
tion proved true, and thus did France escape the disgrace of
formally suiTen.lering Calais to England. Richard II. early in
October, crossed the seas with his court, and remained at Calais
until all, was agreed upon. Charles VI, with his queen and the
young Isabella, who had been espoused by Richard's kinsman,
the curl marshal, as proxy, advanced from St. Omers, where they
had waited for the peace. The kings of England and Prance met
on friendly terms at the camp near Calais, October 27, 13i)5.

After a sumptuous banquet the young bride entered the tent of
Richard II, with her attendants, and was solemnly given to him
by Charles YL The king of England immediately rose and took
leave with an appropriate speech, for he spoke French exceedingly
well, as all the French nobles present allowed, and no marvel, for
Richard Plantagenet of Bordeaux was French by birth, and his
iirst accents had been in that language. The young queen was
put into a very grand litter, and being surrounded by all her
English ladies of the household, departed to the adjacent town of
Calais, escorted by Richard II., his court and army.

All Saints' day, IsTovember 1st, was appointed for the wedding;
and at Calais, in the church of St. ^Nicholas, Richard II. was
married to Isabella of Valois by the archbishop of Canterbury,
at which time he solemnly renounced aH claim, by the light of
his queen or his descendants by her, to the crown of Prance, a
fatal clause for his popularity with his nobles and people in gene-
ral, who had not the sagacity to foresee the dreadful effects of
perpetual war to both countries. The third day after the marriage
the royal party embarked at Calais for England; a favourable
wind carried them over in three hours. The young queen dined
at Dover castle, and slept at Rochester castle. ISText day she
arrived at Eltham palace, then a very favourite sojourn of English
royalty. Her grand entry into London was through Soutbwark
Bridge Tower, a pass so narrow that nine persons were crashed
to death in their importunate efforts to look upon their king's little ;
queen. It was, however, generally agreed upon by the oldest per- ,
sons, that so tall and blooming and self-possessed was the young
queen, that she might have passed very well for twelve years old.
The portion of Isabella was 800,000 francs, her jewels a-rnounted
to equal value. Qowns, figured all over with trees, having pearl
branches, with goodly birds and fowls in gems of many colours
sitting thereon, were displayed to the wondering eyes of her